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Minutes 
 

Members Present: 
 
Rob Sumner, Timber Operator’s Council  Tom Kwieciak, Bldg Industry Assoc of WA 
Joseph Hawkins, Bekins Northwest  Gene Vosberg, WA Restaurant Assoc 
Dick Mettler, NW Wall & Ceiling Contr Assoc Pat Boss, Hop Growers of WA 
Kathy Willis, L&I (Chair)   
 
Introductions  – Introductions were made and minutes of the 04/09/96 meeting were approved. 
 

External Access – Roy Manicke gave an update on the external access pilot project and plans for the 
next biennium.  He explained plans for the future based on the feasibility study.  Roy discussed several 
enhancements under consideration, including: additional screens; use of the Internet; automated 
microfiche ordering; and, retro reports on CD-ROM, to name a few.  If you have any questions, 
comments or suggestions, Roy can be reached at (360) 902-5863. 
 

Case Reserve  – Tania Basham gave a presentation on the case reserving process.  She explained that 
case reserve workloads are based mainly on the date of injury (DOI) on the claims.  A case reserve 
workshop is planned for July and those interested should contact Kathy Willis or their retro consultant.  
A list of case reserve staff phone numbers will be distributed to retro advisory committee members. 
 

Drug-Free Workplace – Laura Goshorn gave a brief explanation of the drug-free workplace WAC’s 
that are currently under development and handed out a copy of the DRAFT administrative codes which 
are being proposed.  A public hearing will take testimony on the rules on July 23.  The Department of 
Social and Health Services (DSHS) and the Department of Labor and Industries are working together 
to implement the drug-free workplace legislation. 
 

Financial Update – Bill Vasek and Paul Douthit presented information on the Department’s current 
financial status, including the State Fund. 
 

Policy 9.20 “Release of Medical Information to Employers” – Distributed a copy of a letter from 
Patrick Boss on behalf of the Association of WA Retro Employers (AWARE) addressed to Theresa 
Whitmarsh, which expressed AWARE’s dissatisfaction with the policy as it is currently written.  
Members feel it is inhibiting communication between providers and employers rather than improving 
communication, as was intended. The AWARE letter included suggestions for changes to the policy. 
 

It was moved, seconded and carried that the retro advisory committee go on record in 
opposition to the current wording of L&I Claims Policy 9.20 and L&I Provider Bulletin 96-01, 
as the committee feels the potential for misinterpretation by medical providers is too great.  In 
addition, the committee requests that the Department revise and clarify said policy and bulletin. 
 

Employer Claims Video – Diane Doherty and Jim Spzeck discussed a project to produce a video for 
employers which explains their role in the management of claims.  They will be providing the committee 
with further information as the project develops.  They hope to have the video completed by October, 
1996.  Diane can be reached at (360) 902-5586. 
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Retro Conference – Tom Kwieciak gave a brief description of plans for the upcoming retro 
conference, which will take place in conjunction with the Governor’s Industrial Safety & Health 
Conference in Spokane, on October 24 and 25.  The Retro Symposium is scheduled for the afternoon 
of October 24. Tom suggestions for the program are:  Mike Hall, regarding legal issues;  panel of 
medical providers to discuss how to work with the department; and, a panel from the department giving 
updates on key initiatives.  He will be coordinating this with Char Alexander at L&I, and Nikki 
DeMarce (Associated Industries) in Spokane. 
 

Other Issues – It was suggested that future meetings of the committee be scheduled to begin in the 
afternoon rather than morning, to allow members travel time and time to meet and discuss issues prior to 
the meeting, if needed.  Kathy Willis indicated that this will be considered for future meetings. 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:16 PM. 


